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Marking Criteria:
 We expect the learners to write minimum one well expressed point in three lines against each allocated mark. This means one needs to write 15 lines with 5 well expressed points to get high grades for a 5 marks question.
For high grades use examples and illustrations where appropriate. 
	Please insert your completed assignment ( in word format)  here: 1. Answer the Following questions: (24)
i. How-do you define a contract? 
A signed agreement between the client and contractors that are going to undertake a project that is bound by law both parties will make up the contract and it will be up to the contractor and the client to carry out he’s part of the contract if there is any disputes by either party the engineer will settle them this is someone appointed by both parties to sort out any matters but they can still go to court if they disagree with the engineer’s.
ii. What are the essential elements of a contract? 
1/ the agreement of the contract by both parties which must be written in unambiguous or non-ambivalent manner
2/ lawful subject matter – no contract signed must contravene the rule of law, state law, and public policies. Any contract which contravenes any of these conditions is declared as illegal subject matter.
3/ valid consideration means undertaking reciprocating actions by parties who have signed a contract the law protects all considerations and does not judge whether the contract is fair or not. But the law will arbitrate in situations involving liquidated damages or debts acts of god.
4/ Only sane people not minors or drunks can sign a binding contract. A drunken person may sign a valid contract provided it has been made in good faith.
iii. What are lump sum contracts? Where is a lump sum unsuitable? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of a lump sum contract? 
This contract involves the provision of a fixed amount for the whole duration of the construction project it can be paid by instalment or tied to completion of each phase of the project .and the knowing of the scope of work and all associated risk it also assumes all bill of quantities. The contractor may check materials omit items or add if needed measure extra that is not in the scope of works he may walk the site and check things before he starts.
Disadvantages of a lump sum contract are
1/ dealing with difficult foundation works
2/ works that are difficult to estimate due to the difficult conditions of the soil structure of the site.
3/ alterations or additions must be included in the work.
4/ bad weather conditions exist at the site.

iv. What is a cost -plus percentage of cost contract? 
This is when the contractor takes a fixed percentage of the contract before work starts this means he can start straight away instead of waiting for drawings but he may over charge you for labour and materials.
v. How will you select the type of contract for a construction work? 
This is down to the client and project engineer to sort out the choice between a negotiated and competitive bid contracts should be based the one which gives a comparative advantage or competitive bid contracts are suitable when   the owner has more time at hand and detail plans are available to plan construction and the scope of works.
vi. What are insurance contracts? 
This covers all aspects of the construction project including employer’s liability, damages to properties, workers   compensation and general responsibility for the property insurance component

2. "A particular type of contract is normally suitable for a particular situation." comment and
describe with suitable examples. (6) 
buying materials is when a vender   and a  buyer   sign an agreement [contract]  they agree to deliver materials  this is called a purchase order they agree to deliver on time and of high quality on request. This will be dune when the site manager calls off materials for up and coming work like stairs ,kitchens ,doors ,ect.
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